
 
 
 

PARKING AUTHORITY 
TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

 
There was a regular meeting of the Town of Southington Parking Authority on Wednesday, March 14, 
2012 at 1:30 PM in the Town Council Chambers, Town Hall, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
Parking Authority Chairman, Michael Riccio opened the Public Hearing to establish overnight parking in 
the public parking lots at 1:37 P.M.   He spoke to the issue at hearing and announced that commercial 
parking was not being addressed at this time but acknowledged that at the past proceedings 13 spaces, 
including some commercial spaces, had been entertained.  There had been 7 additional residential spots 
to accommodate a plan not coming to fruition at this time.  The issue is six overnight parking spaces to 
be established in the public parking lots in a designated area for the use of downtown residents.  The fee 
for this use, he added, is also on the table for discussion.   He asked for comments from the 
commissioners and there were none.   At that point, Riccio welcomed anyone present who is in favor of 
the overnight parking to speak.      
 
Joseph LaPorte   719 East St.    He speaks in favor of the residential overnight parking on Center St.  He 
owns property there, this property in his family for more than 60 years.   When the town bought the 
property where his tenants traditionally parked, the resident’s parking was taken away.  He needs 3 
overnight parking places.   
 
Mark Nowogrodzki   He owns the property on the corner of Center and Liberty St. and has tenants on 
the second floor.  There are constant problems about parking.  He feels that people who don’t have cars 
are a “bad idea for the town--people who don’t work and live from day-to-day and sit on the benches 
and drink beer all day.”    
 
Mike Domian   104-06 Center St.    He is in favor of overnight parking.  He has no other options.  He 
spoke about his taxes and feels that a building with no parking for residents has less value.   He feels 
that apartments without parking do attract a different type of person.  When he purchased the building 
he states that he was told there was ample parking across the street and out back.  He feels that the 
reality is that the tenants are parking in the public lots anyway and he asks that the parking authority 
pick an area to make it legal, do what is right and make it work.  He also spoke of three other residents 
who couldn’t make this hearing who are in favor of overnight parking. 
 
Domian presented a petition signed by some 50 residents who are in favor of designated overnight 
parking for the downtown residents. 
 
Sarah Mayo  234 Winding Ridge    She owns property on Center St.  She supports the most 
comprehensive plan to make the town and the parking areas the most viable and vibrant.   She thinks 
that Mr. LaPorte should be grandfathered.   She points out that the other two who spoke, purchased 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 their properties when the parking regulations were in effect and actually did pay less for the property 
than others in the downtown area.   She does, however, feel that the problem should be addressed so 
that all properties will be aesthetic and the entire town can be proud.   She does offer that those who 
cannot get “good” tenants, should consider leasing to offices.  She looks to the future and a time when 
the town can have ample paid public parking. 
 
Chairman Riccio  read a letter that was e-mailed to the Town Attorney’s office from Simon DelBuono in 
favor of overnight parking for residents. 
 
Riccio then opened the podium to anyone present wishing to speak against overnight parking in the 
municipal lots. 
 
Pamela DePaolo   Owner of DePaolo Furniture on Center St.   She says that Mike DelSanto has offered 
on numerous occasions to provide parking at a minimal cost for overnight parking.   She thinks that this 
should be pursued more vigorously and  would alleviate the loss of parking spaces for the business 
owners who need them for survival.  She spoke of parking difficulties downtown day and night, 
especially on weekends when people are trying to get to the events and restaurants.  Her family has 
owned downtown property for 85 years and she does not ask for special accommodations for her 
customers even though she depends heavily on public parking.    Many new businesses have sprung up, 
while the town has offered little additional parking.    She understands that they want resident parking 
but she thinks it is not right to ask the town to hand over six parking spaces to them.  The police ignore 
the abuses, so rampant that they can’t keep up.  She also speaks to the inadequate handicapped parking 
while the focus remains on  overnight parking.  She reminds the commission that these six spaces will be 
permanently taken off the map from a prime parking area in another short-sighted move.  She spoke 
about the parking garage that Bill DellaVecchia talked and talked about 10 years ago, but fell on deaf 
ears, that would now accommodate residential and commercial needs. 
 
Susan Acevedo   Proprietor of the Pepper Pot, 9 Center St.   Parking has been an issue since she has 
been in Southington.  The more business brought downtown the more parking is needed for business.  
The parking is inadequate and now “you want to take six away.”  She monitored six parking spots over a 
12 hour span.  Per day you are talking 72 customers from businesses by taking away 6 spots.  That would 
be one person per car.   Weekly that would be almost 900 potential customers, lost, and in one month 
that would be 3500 customers, lost.  She asked what the town is planning to give back for this extreme 
loss.  She had previously submitted a petition signed by 300 of her customers stating that they don’t 
come downtown as often as they would like because of the parking situation.  She figures in this could 
cost business $600,000 of revenue--figuring at $15 a head and that is figuring low for a lot of the 
restaurants.  She asks the commissioners to crunch the numbers and do something positive about 
parking, admonishing them that “every day does count.”  She does not support this because she cannot 
afford to lose any more business.  What is the town going to give if they are going to take? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Riccio outlined all of the parking acquisitions since she has been at the Pepper Pot.  Acevedo spoke of 
lost spaces by Machiavelli’s and spaces taken off the street.  She pointed out that when people cannot 
go either direction, you are losing half the business and she feels it.   She notes that it was never 
analyzed to discover how many cars were lost on that one-way.  Riccio spoke of future plans to expand 
parking and defending the designated overnight parking. 
 
Tony Casale   360 Stone Gate Rd.   He speaks to the issue of town liability regarding private parking on 
public land.      Attorney Sciota answered that a hold harmless clause will be included in the agreements.  
He acknowledged that his office’s biggest concern is the liability aspect of this. 
 
Larry DePaolo     Blanchley Ave.   He asks when the lease agreement expires on the DeAngelo lot.  
Attorney Sciota answered that it ends on September 30 of 2012 and is being renegotiated. 
DePaolo speaks to the unavailability of parking downtown from his personal experience.  He thinks that 
the DelSanto offer needs to be looked into before any decision is made. 
 
Chairman Riccio spoke about the issue of the DelSanto parking offer.   That property is part of a parking 
lot that is being considered for use in creating another public parking lot and would be a temporary fix.  
The space is not paved, it is not lit and the access is awful—between two little buildings. 
 
Art Cyr   103 Berlin Ave      He is opposed to granting private overnight parking in any of the municipal 
parking lots to select property owners.   He fears escalation—six this year but then how many will be 
added?  He reminds that the taxpayers fund these lots and to allow special treatment for a few “is not 
fair to the taxpayers of this town.”    Overnight parking was originally banned because there was abuse 
of this privilege by people who abandoned cars there, left unregistered cars, cars that never moved—
not only for snow removal-- for sweeping in the spring, for line painting or any type of  normal 
maintenance. Cyr also has an issue with the scheduling of this hearing during the day.  He feels that it is 
outrage to the taxpayers of this town.    Taxpayers are not available during the day and are not here 
today to speak.  He challenges the commission to hold another public hearing at an appropriate time 
before any decision is made.   He finds it offensive that landlords speak about “a better class of renter if 
there is parking.”  There are some great people who don’t have cars.  “ The class of your tenants is not 
based on the color of their skin, gender or whether they have a car.”   Lastly he admonishes those who 
have purchased commercial or combination property in downtown Southington in the last 20 years, 
who must surely have known that there would not be a place for tenants’ cars in the public parking lots.   
 
Commissioner Solury read letters into the record against the overnight parking issue.  First is from the 
proprietor of Machiavellis’ Restaurant, the second from Ron Serafino, the third from Lou Perillo III who 
speaks of private parking offered by Mr. DelSanto and from Michael DelSanto who offers space for 
overnight parking at a reasonable fee. 
 
Pamela DePaolo read letters of opposition from Rita Bouchard of Liberty Place and Marcella Thayer, 39 
North Road.     
 
 
 



 
 
 
Art Cyr has a legal question and it is answered by Town Attorney Mark Sciota.  He asks about current 
leases for other parking lots—“is there is a stipulation in those agreements that precludes overnight 
parking in those lots?”  Sciota answered that they do not so-state, but it is his recommendation that the 
Parking Authority (if they do this)  designate an area for residential parking on town-owned property. 
 
Chairman Riccio closed the Public Hearing at 2:32 P. M. 
 
1. Call to Order    The regular meeting was called to order by Chairman Riccio at 2:34 PM. 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag     The pledge of allegiance to the American Flag was 
recited by all present. 
 
3. Roll Call    Present:  Chairman Michael Riccio, Vice Chairperson Kelly May DelDebbio, Commissioners 
Dolores Babkirk-Rodrigues, John J. Solury, Jr.,  Town Attorney/ Assistant Town Manager Mark Sciota.  
Commissioner Mathew Florian is absent.    A quorum is determined. 
 
5. Acceptance of Minutes     A motion was made by Mr. Solury to accept the minutes of the February 15, 
2012 meeting as presented.  His motion was seconded by Ms. DelDebbio.  It passed on a voice vote. 
 
6. Submission of Bills   Two invoices are presented for payment.  The stenographer’s bill for this meeting 
in the amount of $125 and  two for payment for Notice of the Public Hearing.  They were signed and 
filed for payment. 
 
Chairman Riccio  asked for a motion to add the request for a 34 space parking waiver of Zingarella Pizza 
to today’s agenda.   Ms. DelDebbio made this motion and it was seconded by Ms. Babkirk-Rodrigues.  It 
passed on a voice vote.  This request is inserted at #8. 
 
7. Public Communications     None 
 
8. Request of Zingarella Pizza,  83 West Main Street, Plantsville, for a 34 space parking waiver. 
Kevin West, construction manager for Zingarella’s approached the podium.  A parking plan is presented 
for the record.   There is a change in use for the second floor and therefore, only a 34 space waiver is 
indicated in addition to waivers previously granted.    Ms. Babkirk-Rodrigues made a motion to grant the 
34 space waiver, as requested.  Her motion was seconded by Ms. DelDebbio.  The Chair called for a roll 
call vote:  Riccio-yes, DelDebbio-yes, Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, Solury-yes.   
 
9. Update on the Hearthstone Signage        Mr. Solury asked if the Hearthstone Pub lot has been 
accepted by the town and has it been turned over the Parking Authority.  Attorney Sciota answered that 
it is a municipal lot and it has a TCO pending the posting of a bond for the appropriate regulations 
signage.   Mr. Solury made the point that the 2 hour parking signs are on substandard posts and not 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 acceptable.   Riccio said that the staff is fine with the signs.  Solury answered that the staff is not who 
requires the signs to be on appropriate posts, that regulation comes from the Parking Authority.  Solury 
reported many meetings with the applicant, the town planner and his attorney on site and they were 
aware of the stipulations on the signage, but the owner has not fulfilled his obligation to place the 2 
hour signs on proper posts.  Attorney Sciota asks the board what is required to get the CO for this lot.     
There was a lengthy discussion about the requirements for sign posts and signage.  Riccio stated that he 
has been asked to go out to the site to address the signage issue.   Solury asked to be part of that 
meeting since he has had previous  meetings with the applicant about the signs.   All were agreed at that 
time.   Attorney Sciota added that the town requires the entrance sign with regulations.  If there is a 
problem with placement or posting of the 2 hour signs, he needs to know.   Riccio stated that he is 
confident that he can reach an agreement about both issues when he meets with them on site.  Riccio 
thanked the owner for buying the land, knocking the building down and paving the lot and he plans to 
do his best to work with him so that he can secure the CO.  Riccio notes that “we came up with this new 
sign thing and that has thrown a curve ball.”    Solury states that he is thankful, as well, but reminds that 
the owner required a 100 parking space waiver which has been granted.     
  
10. Defect in the 98 Main St Lot     Chairman Riccio reported that he has spoken with Attorney Sciota, 
who has spoken with Tilcon and it will be taken care of.   Attorney Sciota added that Jim Grappone has 
advised him that this will be repaired during this building cycle. 
 
    Jim Butler, building inspector addressed the Parking Authority regarding the 98 Main St lot.   The 
signage is not up to code for the handicapped spaces.  There should be two van spots—one is for Bon 
Terra—there is no sign there at all.  There should be two spots up by the bank—one van and one 
standard size.   There is only one sign there and it is not up to code.     Mr.  Solury had some questions 
for Mr. Butler.  Butler answered that the sign is not up to code and therefore, the police are unable to 
enforce the law.  Ms. Babkirk-Rodrigues will meet with Butler in the lot to ascertain what is needed.    
Mr. Solury noted for the chairman that there was money left over to restripe that lot but it was on hold 
until the handicapped space issue could be addressed.   Riccio said he believed that this was true, 
assuming that the money was “not part of the transfer.”          

 
11. Liberty Street Signage   Riccio addressed this.     The town attorney has ruled that if the regulations 
sign is posted on Center St that will suffice; it is not necessary to pay for two signs. 
 
Riccio also reported that he has met with formerly My Bar, currently the Paul Gregory applicant and 
they are moving forward on the lot project.  There is one year left from March.  Final plans are in the 
works.  Riccio anticipates exciting development of that entire area. 
 
12. Request of Rose to the Occasion   Chairman Riccio received a letter from Laurie Jo regarding her use 
of one parking space on her delivery days which he read to the commission.   She states that she has 
never been informed of a proper procedure to secure a parking space.   She commented on her support  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 of community events in town and the children in the school system.  She is “fed up” with having to 
justify the need to hold one space a couple of days per year to park her vehicle and feels that this whole 
issue is a “classic example” of a person on a board micromanaging.   She is asking for formal permission 
to hold one parking space for loading on major holidays.    Riccio  advises that the commission approve 
her request.   Mr. Solury asked to speak to this issue.   He states that he phoned her and spoke with her 
at great length about the situation.   He told her that his intentions were to protect her from getting a 
ticket.   Seeing that the Parking Authority has rules signs posted in those lots and she was violating the 
rules, he simply wanted to inform her that she could ask for permission to reserve a  parking space, on 
occasion.  He felt that she understood his motivation.   There was some discussion.  Ms. Babkirk-
Rodrigues made a motion to give Rose to the Occasion a formal letter stating that on calendar year 
holidays, as well as special occasions, Rose to the Occasion may reserve one parking space for her 
loading use.  Riccio added that no abuse of this privilege is anticipated.  The motion was seconded by 
Ms. DelDebbio.   The Chair asked for a roll call vote:  Solury-yes, Babkirk-Rodrigues-yes, DelDebbio-yes, 
Riccio-yes. 
 
Town Attorney/Assistant Town Manager Mark Sciota excused himself from the meeting citing a 3 PM 
appointment. 
 
Chairman Riccio called for a brief recess at 3 PM. 
 
Chairman Riccio called the meeting to order again at 3:10 PM. 
 
13. Action on Public Hearing Item    Chairman Riccio called for a motion on the overnight parking issue 
to open the discussion.  Ms. Babkirk-Rodrigues announced that she would make such a motion but she 
really had to leave.  Ms. DelDebbio said that she had some questions and concerns.   Riccio suggested 
that this issue be tabled at this time.  Solury agreed.  Ms. Babkirk-Rodrigues made a motion to table this.  
Her motion was seconded by Ms. DelDebbio.  It passed on a voice vote. 
 
Ms. Babkirk-rodrigues left the building. 
 
  Riccio asked if there was any information he could provide to the commissioners.   Ms. DelDebbio 
wondered if they have looked into Mr. DelSanto’s property or other possibilities as an alternative.  There 
was some discussion and Riccio called  for answers from the audience. 
 
Mr. Domian  answered that  all alternatives have been explored.  Mr. Solury asked about the 80 parking 
spaces that Mr. Florian said he had available for rent.   Riccio answered that the spots are across the 
street from the Post Office and inconvenient.  Domian said it is quite a long walk and that it is dangerous 
to park on DelSanto’s property.  There was a discussion about walking distances. 
 
14. Commissioner Communications     Mr. Solury asked if the light was fixed in the Popular Lot.  Riccio 
answered that it has not been fixed.  He brought it to the attention of the Town Attorney. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Adjournment     Mr. Solury  made a motion to adjourn at 3:38 PM.  His motion was seconded by Ms. 
DelDebbio and passed on a voice vote.    
 
   

Michael Riccio 
Chairperson 

Parking Authority 
Town of Southington 

 


